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person believe that by military means we can defeat two-thirds of the military power of the whole world in even years and years?" Charles A. Lindbergh said (April 19, 1941): "This war is lost. ... It is not within our power today to win the war for England, even though we throw the entire resources of our nation into the conflict." Former Governor La Follette of Wisconsin said (June 6, 1941): "Nothing that Britain can do now can pull the chestnuts out of the fire. It matters nothing to America which group controls Europe, be it England or Germany."18
Eighth, in contrast to the feeling that England was bound to be defeated, a widespread hands-off sentiment existed on the ground that Britain was bound to win in the end anyway and so why worry.
Ninth, the United States, in so far as it faces anywhere, has during all its history faced the Pacific. Europe is what is behind it. This may have contributed to the phenomenon whereby almost all isolationists turned into fervent admirers of General MacArthur, and urged more and more support to him even if this meant weakening American forces in Europe. Once the war was under way, most isolationists thought that it was much more important to beat Japan than Germany. (On the other hand, the late General Patton was also a hero to most isolationists, maybe because they felt that he too hated Europe, or perhaps because they are so often apt to be hypnotized by flamboyant military figures, no matter whom.)
Tenth, domestic political considerations. People hated Roosevelt; therefore they hated "his" war.
Eleventh, international considerations. A few isolationists, at least, foresaw that Stalin was going to reap the chief rewards from the war, and hence the great number of folk who hate and fear Russia on a wide variety of grounds opposed American intervention, on the ground that this would ultimately serve to further a "Russian" victory.
A fascinating turnabout has come in this realm. The professional Russia-haters, who were once ardent isolationists for the most part, and many of whom were pro-German, are now equally ardent interventionists, since they want to beat the Soviet Union down, and think that the United States should do so.
Equally, former interventionists who favored Russia generally are now, after World War II, under considerable compulsion to face around and become isolationists, because anything that serves to diminish American influence in Europe will serve to strengthen the Russian position there.
Twelfth, the McCormick dialectic and the influence of papers like the Chicago Tribune.
18 These gems are from PM, August 19, 1945, and the Milwaukee Journal, August 26, 1945.